
 

FMA 2018 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 
 
LEGISLATION TO SEEK: 
 
BOARD OF MEDICINE GOVERNANCE OF NON-PHYSICIAN HEALTH PROFESSIONALS 
Seek legislation placing any rights or privileges of all non-physician health care professionals engaged 
in the independent, unsupervised, or indirectly supervised delivery of health care under the 
governance of the Board of Medicine or the Board of Osteopathic Medicine (in the event legislation 
is introduced in Florida to allow for non-MD/DO health professionals to practice independently). 
 
DETERMINATION OF MEDICAL BENEFITS 
Seek legislation that would require managed care organizations to provide “real time” eligibility for 
their subscribers and reimburse physicians for any patient services rendered whereby subscriber 
eligibility has been confirmed prior to the delivery of care. 
 
NERVE CONDUCTION / EMG 
Seek legislation that would limit the performance of nerve conduction studies and needle EMGs in 
outpatient facilities to situations where the licensed allopathic or osteopathic physician who is  
interpreting the study is onsite at the time the study is performed. 
 
APPROPRIATE PAYMENTS FOR VACCINES/VACCINE ADMINISTRATION 
Seek legislation to ensure commercial insurance payment for all vaccines is not less than 25% above 
the vaccine cost on the CDC Vaccine Price List and that payment for each billed age-specific and non-
age specific vaccine administration CPT code is not less than Medicare rates.  
 
TRUTH IN MEDICAL EDUCATION  
Seek legislation to make it unlawful for a nurse to represent him or herself as a physician (MD/DO), 
and include such activity under the definition of the unlicensed practice of medicine with felony-level 
penalties for such representation. 
 
LIMITS OF PROVIDER RESPONSIBILITY 
Seek legislation which automatically terminates the active provider-patient relationship 3 years from 
the date of the last provision of care; and further stating that the provider is not responsible for the 
provision of services to any patient that no longer has an active relationship with their provider. 
 
PAIN CLINICS 
Seek legislation that allows state law regarding the standards of practice and registration of pain 
clinics to supersede any local ordinances and explicitly prohibits counties and municipalities from 
passing such laws. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 

BENEFITS MANAGEMENT 
Seek legislation that would require the following: any physician who makes health insurance 
coverage recommendations regarding approval or disapproval of any patient care decisions be 
licensed in the state of Florida and be a member of the same specialty as the ordering physician; all 
benefits managers to be considered as “practicing medicine” when taking action to approve or 
disapprove a benefit for a patient; benefits managers to disclose, upon request, the guidelines used 
to make a negative recommendation; and that ordering physicians be compensated for their time at 
market value when interacting with benefits managers hired or engaged by any third party. 
 
APPROPRIATE PAYMENTS BY AHCA FOR VACCINES / ADMINISTRATION 
Work with the Agency for Healthcare Administration (AHCA) or seek legislation to increase vaccine 
payments to at least 25% above the vaccine cost, as listed on the CDC Vaccine Price List, for patients 
with MediKids or Healthy Kids insurance; encourage AHCA to update its vaccine fee schedule for 
MediKids and Healthy Kids patients on the first day of every quarter on their website; and work with 
AHCA or seek legislation to increase vaccine administration payments for all patients covered by 
Florida KidCare (Medicaid, MediKids, Healthy Kids, Children's Medical Services) to the Maximum 
Regional Charges for Florida ($24.01) as established by the US Department of Health and Human 
Services. 
 
REFUSAL OF PHARMACY CHAINS TO FILL LEGITIMATE PRESCRIPTIONS 
Seek legislation or administrative rule to prevent interference in the practice of medicine by 
pharmacy benefit managers and pharmacists through their information requests on prescriptions 
and other actions that allow third party interference in the practice of medicine.   
 
ELECTRONIC MEDICAL RECORDS / ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORDS 
Seek legislation that would require all electronic medical record (EMR) vendors that sell products to 
Florida physicians to maintain and provide access to all patient medical records and abide by the 
same legal requirements of Florida physicians. 
 
Seek legislation to prohibit electronic health record (EHR) companies from charging fees to physicians 
for the transferring of health records between EHR companies. 
 
HEALTH INSURANCE REFORM 
Seek legislation to reform Florida’s health insurance laws and improve upon four major hassle factors 
physicians face on a daily basis:  prior authorization; fail first protocols; retroactive denials; bait and 
switch. 
 
MEDICAID PAYMENT INCREASE TO MEDICARE RATES 
Seek legislation that mandates a fine, beginning in 2016, on Medicaid HMOs that do not pay at least 
Medicare rates to physicians after two years of continuous operation.  The fine shall equal at least 
10% of the payment (Medicare rates or above) due to the physician; be levied and accrue on a 
monthly basis beginning 30 days after the initial infraction if appropriate payment (Medicare rate or 
above) is not received by the physician; and that the physician be paid the sum of the payment owed 
(Medicare rate or above) and all fines levied against the Medicaid HMO. 
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MEDICAL SCHOOL LOAN FORGIVENESS 
Seek legislation to fund a medical student loan forgiveness program such as the Medical Education 
Reimbursement and Loan Repayment Program established in F.S. 1009.65 for physicians practicing in 
underserved specialties or geographic locations in Florida. 
 
USE OF THE TERM “PHYSICIAN” 
Seek legislation that would prohibit the use of the term “physician” by any person other than an M.D. 
or D.O.  Seek legislation mandating that all persons other than M.D.s, D.O.s, D.P.M.s, dentists and 
chiropractors holding themselves out as “doctors” wear a conspicuous name tag or signage which 
has letters no smaller than 4mm per letter and which fully spells out the exact name of their formal 
degree (Doctor of Nursing Practice, etc.) and that they further be required to orally state that they 
are not physicians with each and every encounter. 
 
IMMUNIZATION COVERAGE FOR VACCINE PREVENTABLE DISEASES 
Seek legislation to ensure physician and other entities to be covered 100% for all vaccination related 
costs as preventative care without co-pay and or deductibles at levels properly above costs of 
storage, administration and other E&M codes and CPT codes associated with immunization. 
 
PHYSICIAN PAYMENT FOR PATIENT PHONE CALLS 
Seek legislation for appropriate payments by health insurance companies to Florida-licensed 
physicians for providing medical care/advice as documented in the electronic medical records to 
patients by telephone, e-mail and other electronic communications methods. 
 
DE-LINKAGE OF MEDICAL STAFF PRIVILEGES FROM HOSPTIAL EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS 
Pursue state legislation to statutorily de-link/uncouple medical staff privileges from physician 
employment contracts and purchase service agreements. 
 
MAINTENANCE OF CERTIFICATION 
Seek legislation to improve the efficiency of the health care markets and eliminate unnecessary 
administrative and regulatory requirements, health care providers shall not be required, by any 
public or private entity to comply with maintenance of certification requirements after achieving 
initial board certification, other than the continuing medical education (CME) requirements set 
by the health care provider’s licensing board. 
 
Prior Authorization Fee 
Seek legislation to allow physicians to charge a standalone fee to insurers for the service of 
obtaining all prior authorizations. 
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LEGISLATION TO SUPPORT:  
 
Insurance/HMO Reform 
 
PREAUTHORIZATION FOR MEDICAL TESTING 
Support legislation making it unlawful for an insurance company or other third party payer to 
interfere with a licensed MD/DO’s valid order for a medical test or procedure, provide for the 
mandatory use of a standardized form by all insurance companies and managed care plans that 
require any type of prior authorization, and place strict limitations on the use of fail first protocols. 
 
HMO’S BAIT AND SWITCH 
Support legislation that would require HMOs to allow any policyholder to continue to utilize the 
services of any physician who was on the list of preferred providers as of the date of the 
policyholder’s enrollment for no less than one year from the date of enrollment. 
 
TRANSPARENCY IN HEALTH INSURANCE CPT REIMBURSEMENT SCHEDULES 
Support legislation that would require all health insurance companies licensed in Florida to give all 
physicians access, on the company’s website, to the participating physician’s current complete fee 
schedule. 
 
ENSURING PAYMENT FOR NEWBORN CARE 
Support legislation that would require all health insurance companies, including all Florida licensed 
Medicaid HMOs, to cover the medical care of any newborn child under the mother’s policy with no 
additional out-of-pocket costs for the policyholder during the first 30 days following the birth of the 
child, and provide that all physicians providing services to a newborn child of a Medicaid 
enrollee  during this 30 day period are paid for their services regardless of the physician’s contracting 
status with the Medicaid HMO. 
 
PAYMENT FOR PREVENTATIVE SERVICES 
Seek or support legislation so that comprehensive preventive medicine CPT codes (99381-99387, 
99391-99397) are paid at least at “Medicare” rates, as calculated by using RVU’s obtained from the 
Centers of Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS); and also seek or support legislation so that vision  
screening, hearing screening, VEP (visual evoked potential), and recommended age-appropriate 
laboratory procedures and tests are required to be paid independently when performed along with a 
comprehensive preventive medicine CPT code (99381-99387, 99391-99397). 
 
APPROPRIATE PAYMENT FOR VACCINE PRICE INCREASES 
Seek or support legislation so that health insurance companies increase vaccine payments by an 
amount at least equal to the manufacturer vaccine price increase(s) beginning on the day the price 
increase(s) goes into effect. 
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TIMELY AND APPROPRIATE PAYMENTS FOR NEW CPT CODES 
Seek or support legislation to ensure that, beginning January 1st of each year, health insurance 
companies recognize and pay physicians for all current-year CPT codes billed. 
 
PROHIBIT ARTIFICIAL PRICE CONTROLS OF NON-COVERED SERVICES 
Support legislation that would prohibit Florida insurance companies from forcing contract provisions 
on health care providers for services not covered by the plan. 
 
PHYSICIAN REPRESENTATION IN EXCHANGES 
Support legislation which ensures that the governing body of any Health Insurance Exchange 
contains adequate physician representation and which prohibits restrictions on the ability of a 
physician to bill patients directly for the costs of care not fully covered by their insurance policy, and 
which does not weaken any existing physician protections in chapters 641 or 627, F.S.  
 
ENSURING AVAILABILITY OF MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AND SAFETY OF OFFICE-BASED 
SURGERY 
Support legislation requiring all insurance companies to recognize that higher costs exist for 
professional medical services performed in an office and further to negotiate in good faith with any 
provider of office based services to contract higher levels of payment to provide those services in the 
office. 
 
BEERS LIST 
Support legislation/administrative rules that prevent insurance companies from denying medications 
or coverage of medications on the “Beers List” when prescribed by physicians for their patients and 
that prevents physicians from being penalized through HEDIS MEASURES or Five Star Performance 
Ratings for prescribing such medications based on the physician’s best clinical judgment. 
 
EXPERT WITNESS FEES IN WORKERS COMPENSATION 
Support legislation that will amend Florida Statutes to increase the statutory expert witness fee and 
enable insurance carriers to negotiate reasonable fees with physicians to ensure adequate access to 
medical experts and specialists in the workers compensation system. 
 
INSURER COMPLIANCE WITH AUTHORIZATION REQUESTS IN WORKERS COMPENSATION 
Support legislation that will amend Florida Statutes to require an insurance carrier to approve or 
deny a treatment authorization within the time frame already established in Florida law. 
 
MEDICARE ANNUAL PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS 
Advocate that Annual Wellness Visits (AWV) only be performed by a patient’s primary care physician 
or their designee. 
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Transparency in Prescription Coverage Prices 
Support legislation that requires health insurance companies to provide their subscribers with 
itemized statements on prescription coverage that accurately reflect actual payments made, rather 
than misleading statements about the amount of money the patient “saved.” 
 
Out of Network Principles 
Support legislation based on the following principles related to unexpected out-of-network care:  
1. Insurers must meet appropriate network adequacy standards that include adequate patient access 
to care and hospital-based physician specialties. State regulators should uphold such standards in 
approving health insurance company plans.  
2. Insurers must be transparent and proactive in informing enrollees about all deductibles, 
copayments and other out-of-pocket costs that enrollees may incur.  
3. Insurers must maintain at all times an accurate and complete list of all in-network physicians. This 
information shall be contained in a public database, which must be easily accessible online by health 
care consumers.  
4. Prior to scheduled procedures, insurers must provide enrollees with reasonable and timely access 
to in-network physicians. 
5. Patients who are seeking emergency care should be protected under the “prudent layperson” legal 
standard as established in state and federal law, without regard to prior authorization or 
retrospective denial for services after emergency care is rendered.  
6. Out-of-network payments must not be based on a contrived Medicare rate or a rate under the 
control of the insurance company.  
7. In lieu of balance billing of patients, an appropriate and fair minimum benefit standard for 
unexpected out-of-network services should be created. The minimum benefit standard should 
accurately reflect reasonable physician charges, such as through the establishment of a charge-based 
reimbursement schedule connected to an independently recognized and verified database that is 
geographically specific, completely transparent, and independent of the control of either payers or 
providers.  
8. The primary determinant in any provider-carrier dispute resolution process should be based on the 
usual and customary charges from an independently recognized and verified database that is 
geographically specific, completely transparent, and independent of the control of either payers or 
providers. 
 
Pharmacy Benefit Managers 
Support legislation that would increase transparency for PBMs, reduce patient cost-sharing 
obligations for prescription drugs, restrict health plan and PBM use of step therapy, prior 
authorization, non-medical switching, and other utilization management techniques, and further 
regulate the rebate system, PBM practices, and the drug market in order to ensure patients 
have access to effective and affordable medication therapies. 
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Medicaid Issues 
 
MEDICAID TO MEDICARE 
Increase the reimbursement rate for Medicaid to that of Medicare. At the very least seek to ensure 
that physicians have the opportunity to control the disbursement of Medicaid funds in any type of 
capitated system. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION OF PPACA MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENT 
Support state implementation of a rate increase to Medicaid primary care providers pursuant to the 
Affordable Care Act in a manner that implements the increase uniformly and which ensures that 
primary care physicians receive the full increase, and continue to support an increase for all 
physicians. 
 
ENSURING MEDICAID PAYMENT RATE INCREASE 
Support legislation and help guide discussions in the 2014 legislative session between the Governor, 
the Senate, and the House to ensure that Medicaid payment rates, including Title XIX, Title XXI 
(MediKids and Healthy Kids),and Children's Medical Services, are increased to not less than Medicare 
levels in 2015 and beyond for all Florida physicians. 
 
MEDICAID EXPANSION 
Support the statewide expansion of Medicaid only if this expansion safeguards patient access to care 
while increasing Medicaid payment rates to Medicare levels for all physicians. 
 
MEDICAID MANAGED CARE PROGRAM 
Support legislation that would require all plans in the statewide Medicaid managed care 
program to reimburse all physicians at Medicare levels. 
 
Public Health & Safety 
 
PROHIBITING THE SALE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS IN RETAIL PHARMACIES 
Support legislation amending current Pharmacy laws to prohibit the sale of tobacco products 
(including, but not limited to, cigarettes, cigars, pipe tobacco, hookah tobacco, snuff, chewing 
tobacco, dipping tobacco, bidis, or any other preparation), in establishments housing licensed 
pharmacies. 
 
RAISING CIGARETTE TAXES IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA 
Support legislation to further raise the excise tax on cigarettes to at or above $2/pack in order to 
further tobacco control efforts within the State of Florida. 
 
PENALTIES FOR CARETAKERS WHO WITHHOLD INFORMATION 
Support legislation that would make it a crime for caretakers to purposely withhold information 
and/or provide false or misleading information to treating physicians/health care professionals 
regarding the true nature of a child’s injury or condition. 
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GRADUATED DRIVER LICENSING SYSTEMS – TEEN SAFE DRIVING 
Support legislation to strengthen Florida’s existing graduated driver licensing systems to meet 
current recommendations by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Insurance Institute 
for Highway Safety, and the American Academy of Pediatrics. 
 
TANNING BEDS 
Support legislation that would prohibit minors from using tanning beds. 
 
NATURAL GAS FRACKING 
Support legislation that requires full disclosure of specific chemicals released into the environment 
during oil and gas extraction; that requires the state to monitor this data and share information with 
physicians and the public; and that supports research into the health impacts of oil and gas 
exploration and extraction in Florida. 
 
MOTORCYCLE RIDERS 
Support legislation that requires unhelmeted motorcyclists to procure at least $40,000 of personal 
injury protection (PIP) insurance. 
 
Support legislation that reinstates the motorcycle helmet law for all riders, regardless of age. 
 
Support legislation in the State of Florida to require the same levels of insurance for medical 
expenses for motorcycle registration as those for automobiles. 
 
TIGHTENING CHILDHOOD IMMUNIZATION LAWS 
Support legislation to ban personal and religious exemptions and require biennial renewal of 
medical immunization exemptions. 
 
Support legislation to improve and provide information given to parents regarding 
immunizations and the dangers of not immunizing. 
 
VACCINE RECORDS 
Support legislative or administrative action to allow physicians to refuse to provide 
“incomplete” or “non-up-to-date” administrative forms regarding immunization records to or on 
behalf of any child that does not complete all of the immunizations required at the time of the 
immunization request.   
 
Support legislation, or administrative action to prohibit children from entering and/or attending 
Public Schools or private schools unless they possess and submit a completed and up to date 
immunization records or administrative forms, unless they have a medical exemption signed by 
a physician. 
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TDAP AND FLU VACCINE COVERAGE 
Support legislation to assure Tdap and flu vaccines are covered for all pregnant patients, and 
may be administered in physician offices. 
 
FREE AND CHARITIBLE CLINICS AND PHYSICIAN VOLUNTEER NETWORKS 
Support funding to the Florida Association of Free and Charitable Clinics to provide grants to 
qualified free and charitable clinics. 
 
PRESCHOOL VISION SCREENING 
Support legislation that requires the State of Florida to develop guidelines regarding vision 
screening for children prior to them entering kindergarten. 
 
SUNSCREEN USE 
Support legislation to permit the use of sunscreen in school districts and private schools in Florida 
 
Other Issues to Support 
 
GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION 
Increase state funding for graduate medical education programs in order to preserve access to care 
in Florida. 
 
Support legislation that would enable counties to invest revenue generated from local Tourist 
Development Taxes to fund Graduate Medical Education and Residency Programs within their 
communities in order to decrease the physician shortfalls projected in the future and satisfy the 
desire of the State of Florida to enhance its reputation as a Medical Tourism destination. 
 
TORT REFORM 
Support legislation that will increase the burden of proof for negligence in cases involving 
supplemental diagnostic testing in order to reduce costly and unnecessary testing for defensive 
purposes. 
 
IDENTIFY INTERVENTIONAL PAIN MEDICINE AS THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE 
Support legislation that identifies interventional pain medicine as the practice of medicine by medical 
and osteopathic physicians and specifies that only physicians licensed under Chapter 458 or Chapter 
459 may perform interventional pain medicine techniques. 
 
GUARDIANSHIP REFORM 
Support legislation to effectively improve protections of incapacitated persons in Florida’s 
guardianship statutes and processes. 
 
CPR TRAINING IN SCHOOL 
Support legislation to request high school students be properly trained in CPR. 
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BAN ON CREATING CRYOPRESERVED HUMAN EMBRYO BANKS 
Support legislation that ensures human embryos shall not be created by fertilizing donor 
oocytes with donor sperm except at the specific request of a patient or patients who intend to 
use such embryos for his/her/their own treatment. 
 
FREEDOM FOR REFERRAL CHOICE 
Support legislation that prohibits hospitals and groups that employ physicians and providers 
from forcing referrals to specific specialties and services. 
 
FLORIDA CONSUMER COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT (FCCPA) REFORM 
Support legislation that would require debtors to use certified mail to notify creditors and debt 
collectors that he or she has hired an attorney to represent them and provide a timeframe for 
creditors and debt collectors to comply with a properly received notification. 
 
BOARD CERTIFICATION 
Support legislation which would allow physicians to submit any board certification accepted by 
the Florida Board of Medicine (BOM) and Florida Board of Osteopathic Medicine (BOOM), that 
has educational requirements that meet or exceed current requirements for state licensure as 
an alternative pathway for compliance with MD/DO Florida licensure and re-licensure 
continuing medical education requirements with the exception of that required by statute. 
 
MANDATORY REPORTING OF ADVERSE EVENTS RELATED TO OUT OF HOPSITAL BIRTHS 
Support efforts to amend Florida statutes to require that the individual conducting the 
attempted planned out of hospital birth report to the Florida Department of Health (DOH) or the 
Florida Board of Medicine (BOM), all adverse events or outcomes, including all that result in an 
emergency antepartum and intrapartum referral to a hospital emergency room or birthing 
facility. 
 
ADVOCACY FOR METABOLIC BARIATRIC SURGERY FOR SEVERLY OBESE PATIENTS SUFFERING 
WITH TYPE 2 DIABETES 
Support legislation to promote access to Metabolic Bariatric surgery among severely obese 
(BMI>35) patients with type 2 diabetes. 
 
HAIR RESTORATION SURGERY 
Support legislative efforts to prohibit the use of unlicensed personnel and/or medical assistants 
to perform hair restoration evaluation, diagnosis, and/or critical-to-quality steps of hair 
restoration surgery, such as diagnosis of hair loss etiology, hair re-distribution planning, donor 
harvesting of follicular units via FUE or strip methods, and creation of recipient sites. 
 
PHYSICANS ACCESS TO SAFE MEDICATIONS WHEN TREATING CHRONIC PAIN 
Support requiring insurance companies in the State of Florida to have multiple long-acting opioids 
with abuse deterrent technology on both their tier one and tier two level pharmacy benefits. 
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MAINTENANCE OF CERTIFICATION 
Support legislation to protect against physicians being dropped from hospital medical staffs 
based solely on maintenance of certification (MOC). 
 
Support legislation that advances our stated policy on Maintenance of Certification and 
aggressively promote these policies to the appropriate organizations. 
 
AMBULATORY SURGERY CENTERS 
Support an administrative rule change and/or legislation that would allow for dual licensure of 
ambulatory surgical centers, while maintaining adequate continuity of care for patients. 
 

        
LEGISLATION TO OPPOSE: 

 
Scope of Practice 
 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE EXPANSIONS 
Continue to oppose all scope of practice expansions including naturopaths, ARNPs, pharmacists, 
optometrists, psychologists, podiatrists, direct access to physical therapists, audiologists and speech 
language pathologists. 
 
PHYSICIAN SUPERVISION ISSUES 
Protect advances we have made relating to physician supervision of nurses and PAs.  
 
AUTONOMY IN MEDICAL DECISION MAKING 
Oppose any legislation that would infringe on physician practice autonomy and the doctor/patient 
relationship. 
 
Licensure/Regulatory Issues 
 
TELEMEDICINE 
Oppose any legislative proposals that would allow a health care provider without a Florida medical 
license to provide telemedicine and telehealth services to Floridians.   
 
PRESCRIPTION DRUG MONITORING DATABASE  
Oppose mandates on physicians to check Florida’s prescription drug monitoring database before 
issuing a prescription 
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MANDATORY PARTICIPATION IN HEALTH NETWORKS 
Oppose legislation that requires the linkage of physician licensure to the acceptance of any 
government or private insurance, public health care system, forced public service initiatives or 
mandatory ER coverage.  
 
MANDATORY PARTICIPATION IN HEALTH NETWORKS 
Oppose legislation that would tie physician licensure to mandated participation in any health care 
network, insurance plan or public health care system, forced public service initiatives, mandated 
emergency room coverage, or affiliation with any public or private third party payor organization. 
 
FSMB MAINTENANCE OF LICENSURE (MOL) PROGRAM ADOPTION 
Oppose any efforts by the Florida Board of Medicine and the Florida Board of Osteopathic Medicine 
to require the Federation of State Medical Boards, Inc., (FSMB) “maintenance of licensure (MOL)” 
program, “maintenance of certification (MOC)”, or ecertification by a specialty medical board as a 
condition of licensure in the State of Florida, 
 
MEDICAID REFORM 
Oppose any effort to mandate Medicaid participation as a condition of physician licensure. 
 
Insurance / Payment 
 
PROTECTION OF FEE-FOR-SERVICE AS AN APPROPRIATE METHOD OF PHYSICIAN REIMBURSEMENT 
Oppose legislation which seeks to limit physicians’ ability to contract for services with patients, or 
which coerces a physician to be a party to a contract which the physician has not agreed to. 
 
UNFUNDED MANDATES 
Oppose any legislation that imposes additional costs on physicians or their practices without 
remuneration or other mechanisms to offset the additional costs. 
 
CMS VERBAL ORDER AUTHENTICATION REQUIREMENT 
Collaborate with the Florida Hospital Association and the Florida Society of Hospital Physician 
Executives to effect legislative change to FS 395.3025(12) as follows, “Verbal or telephone orders for 
hospital services must be authenticated within 30 days from the date of patient discharge.  The 
hospital must maintain the written authentication or documentation of the efforts made to obtain 
such authentication as part of the medical record.” 
 
PROTECTION OF PHYSICIAN PAYMENT – FLORIDA PERSONAL INJURY PROTECTION (PIP) REFORM  
Oppose legislation which would remove the $5,000 allowable for treating physicians of motor-vehicle 
accident victims; and that any legislation passed include a section for a prompt and defined payment 
period by the insurance company to ensure timely delivery of physician payment. 
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Medical Liability 
 
PROTECT ABILITY TO SELF INSURE 
Oppose legislation that will take away a physician’s ability to self insure or that will make it more 
difficult for a physician to meet the financial responsibility requirements for licensure. 
 
ARBITRATION 
Oppose any changes to the statutes/rules governing arbitration that would jeopardize the 
effectiveness of the FMA created physician-patient arbitration form. 
 
WRONGFUL DEATH 
Oppose any expansion of Florida’s Wrongful Death Act. 
 
FABRE CHANGES 
Oppose any legislation changing current law relating to the Fabre doctrine. 
 
Other Issues to Oppose 
 
VACCINATIONS 
Oppose any vaccine legislation that would deviate from evidence-based recommendations and 
guidelines of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices, the American Academy of Family Physicians, and the American Academy of 
Pediatrics.  
 
LIMITS ON PHYSICIAN / PATIENT CONVERSATIONS 
Oppose any legislation that would seek to interfere with the scope of conversations a physician can 
have with their patients or patient’s guardian. 
 
MARIJUANA FOR MEDICAL CONDITIONS 
Oppose Amendment 2, the constitutional amendment to legalize marijuana for medical 
conditions. 
 
Smoked Marijuana as Medical Marijuana 
Oppose any legislation supporting the use of smoked medical marijuana, seeds, leaves or flower, 
in Florida and/or the changing SB 8-A’s prohibition of the administration of marijuana in the 
form of smoking, seeds, leaves or flower. 

13 
 


	FMA 2018 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

