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compiisher witw e coRsTares o
office wisii, 2isf cenary pediainics
is well posiiioned io serve as ihe prv-
mary engine for a broader approach
to health promotion and disease pre-
vention that is guided by cutfing-edge
science and expanded in scope be-
yond individualized health care.?®89
The pediatric medical home of the
future could offer more than the early
identification of concerns and timely
referral to available programs, as
enhanced collaboration between pedia-
tricians and community-based agen-
cies could be viewed as a vehicle
for testing promising new interven-
tion strategies rather than simply

B

based Tamewwrk creaizd by The
Cenmier on ithe Devcioping Child af
Harvard Universiiy io advance early
childhood policies and programs ihai
support this vision (see Fig 2" ks
rationale, essential elements, and im-
plications for pediatric practice are
summarized below.

Broadening the Framework for
Early Childhood Policy and
Practice

Advances across the biological, be-
havioral, and social sciences support
2 clear and powerful messages for
leaders who are searching for more

An Ecobiodevelopmental Framework

for Early Childhood Policies and Programs
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aperences Taf Sweaien the well
being of youmg children and by
ships thai help miiigaie the harmiul
effecis of tmoc siress. The muliiple
domains that affeci the biology of
health and developmeni—including
the foundations of healthy devel-
opment, caregiver and communiiy
capacities, and public and private sec-
tor policies and programs—provide
a rich array of targeted opportunities
for the introduction of innovative
interventions, beginning in the earli-
est years of life.!
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FIGURE 2

An ecobiodevelopmental framework for early childhood policies and programs. This was adapted from ref 1. See text for details.
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